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Micro hydro schemes can play a significant role in providing 
low or zero carbon electricity. The Energy Saving Trust has 
estimated that micro renewables could meet as much as  
30–40 per cent of our demand by 2050. The Scottish Micro 
Hydro Association is supporting over 200 schemes with a 






























1.2 The aim of the Fourth Assessment










































framework,	One Future – Different Paths.5	This	identifies	
five	principles	for	a	sustainable	society	(Figure	1).		
Of	these	two	principles,	Living within Environmental 





Purpose	for	its	work:	‘To focus government and public 
services on creating a more successful country, with 
opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through 




Using sound science responsibly
Ensuring policy is developed and implemented 
on the basis of strong scientific evidence, 
whilst taking into account scientific uncertainty 
(through the precautionary principle) as well 
as public attitudes and values.
Promoting good governance
Actively promoting effective, participative 
systems of governance in all levels of 
society – engaging people’s creativity, 
energy and diversity.
Achieving a sustainable economy
Building a strong, stable and sustainable 
economy which provides prosperity 
and opportunities for all, and in which 
environmental and social costs fall on those 
who impose them (polluter pays), and efficient 
resource use is incentivised.
Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
Meeting the diverse needs of all people in existing and 
future communities, promoting personal wellbeing, social 
cohesion and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity.
Living within environmental limits
Respecting the limits of the planet’s environment, 
resources and biodiversity – to improve our environment 
and ensure that the natural resources needed for life are 



















1.1 The Commission and its role in Scotland
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This	report	is	divided	into	sections	addressing	the	following	aspects	of	the	
Government’s	overall	approach	to	sustainable	development,	as	laid	out	in	Table	1.8
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•	 	A	Scottish	Roundtable	on	the		 	 p32	 	
Measurement	of	Economic		
Performance	and	Social	Progress	







community	renewal:	The Future is 





•	 	Behaviour	change	to	mitigate		 	 p68	
climate	change	–	developing	a		
public	engagement	strategy
Case Studies in this report








Nearly half the respondents think the actions  
of the Scottish Government since May 2007  







”’sustainable economic growth’ and ‘sustainable 
development’ are two different things. Government 
is pursuing the economic growth aspects but not 
taking on board the other aspects of ‘sustainable 








































‘The framework for SOAs has been poor. Despite 
repeated attempts we still do not have a proper suite 
of SD indicators for Scotland to measure the country 
and also local areas. This is really needed to stop 
















‘There’s a dichotomy here: everyone loves the Climate 
Change Act targets, everyone hates the actions which 
will deliver those targets, and that’s reflecting in 
political decisions (or lack of them). We need to be 
clearer about the benefits of individual delivery actions, 
not just their contribution to climate change targets.’
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2.  Governance and 
Performance Monitoring
Children are often left out of the loop in regeneration and 
participative processes. The EcoCity Project puts children at the 
heart of the planning process. Teams of children supported by 
architects, urban designers, artists and teachers deconstruct 
their cities and re-build models of their communities focussing 
on sustainability. Communities all over the UK and Ireland have 




















































































•	 	Establishing	a	Purpose	of	Government	‘to focus 
Government and public services on creating a more 
successful country, with opportunities for all of 
Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable 















guided	by	Community Planning Partnerships (CPPs)	
and	Single Outcome Agreements (SOAs).
Review of progress over the term of Government
The	central	Purpose,	underpinned	by	the	NPF,		
gives greater coherence to policy	and	strategy	
across	Government.	





















































The National Performance Framework 
Governance and Performance Monitoring — 21
2




















































Single Outcome Agreements 
The	transformation	of	the	relationship	between	central	
and	local	government	has	at	its	heart	the	Concordat	and	











































The	SNP’s	2007	Manifesto	noted	“The SNP in government 
will produce an annual ‘Health of the Nation’ report, 
bringing together key targets on crime, health,  
education, the environment, opportunity, social  
mobility, life expectancy, business start-ups and the 
number of Scots who are economically active. We  
must be in a position to judge Scotland’s progress, and 
be able to link what we know about the economy and 
society to tailor new policies, ensuring that no section  










































































































































































particularly	the	Public Bodies Duties	and	the	Carbon 
Reduction Commitment (CRC),	will	drive	improved	
performance	on	energy	and	climate	change.	Through	












































What the Commission will do
•	 	Undertake	a	review	of	how	the	Sarkozy	Commission	
recommendations	could	be	applied	to	Scotland.
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The North Howe Transition Toun is a community led  
group working towards building community resilience.  
The group runs projects on home insulation, car sharing, 
and growing and preserving food. North Howe is one of 261 
community groups funded by the Climate Challenge Fund to 
reduce their carbon emissions. Food focused events and local 





3.  Delivering a 
Sustainable Scotland 
A Wealthier and Fairer Scotland































































































































Overall progress over the term of Government
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In	October	2010	the	Scottish	Government	refreshed	its	

































the	new	Wave and Tidal Energy: Research, Development 


















introduction	that	‘Scotland’s future lies in the development 
of a low carbon economy’	while	in	the	ECT	Action	plan	the	
Government	states	that	‘every job in Scotland will need to 




















































































































Recommendations for Government for 2011–15














































































A Scottish Roundtable on the Measurement of  
Economic Performance and Social Progress
















































































Delivering a Sustainable Scotland  — 35
3.1
In	2008	the	Scottish	Government	established	a	National 







Climate Change Act (Scotland),	and	the	pressing	
need	to	reduce	emissions,	merited	a	reappraisal	of	
the	approach.	In	support	of	this	work,	the	Commission	
produced	its	transport	report	Getting There – A Sustainable 





































“this target will be meaningless if the Scottish 
Government fails to match its stated ambition with 
a realistic level of funding. The Committee therefore 
recommends ambitious increases in resources with 
robust mechanisms established to ensure that these are 
carefully targeted and effective. Stronger, more effective 
and sustained leadership is required from the Scottish 
Government in order to implement improvements to 




































The	Government	commissioned Mitigating Transport’s 







targets	within	the	Climate Change (Scotland) Act.	




















































































































Key messages from SDC Scotland’s  

















































































Streets,	“all thoroughfares within urban settings and 
rural boundaries should normally be treated as streets 
with public realm functions beyond those related to 
motor traffic. They are typically lined with buildings and 
public spaces and, whilst facilitation of movement is still 
a key function, they normally support a range of social, 











































































































































































































































































































that	‘consistent and courageous leadership is needed 
from the Scottish Government and CoSLA to ensure the 
most effective use of the available resource, nationally 
and locally, in order to make progress towards early 

















































































and	Getting It Right For Every Child	(in	partnership	with	
education	and	justice).












































































































What the Commission will do









































































































An Introduction to the Good  
Corporate Citizenship Assessment Model



















































































Group for Recipe for Success	continues	to	develop	
thinking	on	how	the	Policy	can	be	translated	into	practice	
and	what	indicators	will	be	required	to	measure	progress.	





























	 To	support	Recipe for Success,	the	Scottish	









Analysis of progress over the term of Government 






































































































Scottish Sustainable Procurement Action Plan (SSPAP).	A 
Practical Guide to Supplying Food & Drink to the Public 





































































A Safer and Stronger Scotland





















































































































































quality	of	construction	work.	The Improving Compliance 


































view	that	‘we do not believe the package (EAP) alone will 
take us to the 2016 target. That requires a step change in 








































































































































































































The Future is Local: Empowering Communities  




























































































































the	Fairer Scotland Fund (FSF).	Launched	in	2007	and	
allocated	to	all	32	Community	Planning	Partnerships	
from	April	2008	the	FSF	complemented	the	three	linked	























































































Early Years Framework	and	Achieving Our Potential	and	
the	creation	of	the	Fairer Scotland Fund.	As	we	argued	
in	our	recent	paper	Sustainable Development: The 







Future Approaches to Tackling Multiple Deprivation in 




































social	cohesion.	The	Government’s	Review of Impact of 




























































































What needs to be done over the next term (2011–15) 
















































































Climate Challenge Fund: Lessons learned  







































































































































































	 We	comment	on	the	Low Carbon Economic Strategy	in	
the	Economy	chapter	of	this	report.	








Analysis of progress over the last year 


























































































































































































































Behaviour change to mitigate climate change - 
Developing a Public Engagement Strategy
achieve	behaviour	change	by	considering	the	context	
and	environment	of	people’s	lives.37	
 Informing people of the possible steps they can 
take is not the same as moving towards a situation 









































































































Messenger, Incentives, Norms, Defaults, Salience, 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































What the Commission will do
Three Combined Heat and Power projects in Aberdeen are 
delivering affordable warmth to over 1000 homes and eight 
public buildings. This sustainable district heating scheme run 
by Aberdeen Heat and Power and Aberdeen City Council has 
almost halved both fuel costs and carbon dioxide emissions.  





4.  Leading by Example – 
How the Government manages 
its own impacts














































Leading by Example –  
How the Government  












































































































































































































































































































































































































Review of wider framework
•	 	A	suite of sustainability performance targets	applying	
to	the	core	Scottish	Government	



































be	driven	by	the	Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC),	
the	Treasury’s	FReM,	the	expectation	of	public	sector	
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Aberdeen’s community bicycle workshop beCycle is a  
fully volunteer-run project repairing donated bikes and  
lending them out. Anyone borrowing a bike is expected to  
take care of it. The skills they need to fix their bike can be  
learnt at the beCycle workshop. Getting more people, 
especially in urban centres, to use active travel is a key 
element in a sustainable transport system. Reusing and 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































Room 1, University of Wales
University Registry
King Edward VII Avenue





Room E5.11, Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate,
Belfast  BT4 3SR
028	9052	0196
N.Ireland@sd-commission.org.uk
www.sd-commission.org.uk/northern_ireland
www.sd-commission.org.uk
Scotland
The	Sustainable	Development	Commission	holds	Government	
to	account	to	ensure	the	needs	of	society,	the	economy	and	
the	environment	are	properly	balanced	in	the	policy	decisions	
it	makes	and	the	way	it	runs	itself.	
We	are	the	only	organisation	charged	with	reporting	publicly,	
independently	and	impartially	on	how	well	Government	
decisions	contribute	towards	a	fair,	healthy	and	prosperous	
future	for	everyone.
We	are	jointly	owned	by	the	UK	Government,	the	Scottish	
Government,	the	Welsh	Assembly	Government	and	the	
Northern	Ireland	Executive,	reporting	directly	to	the	Prime	
Minister	and	First	and	Deputy	First	Ministers.
